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Celebrating
 

 Literacy! 
January 25 – 29 is Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida! 

As you hold your newborn and talk with the
 

m, you are introducing them to spoken 
language. They learn that sounds or words represent objects. When you refer to 
yourself as Mommy or Daddy, your child begins to learn that specific words 
represent a specific person or object. The more you talk and sing to your newborn, 
the sooner they will learn words. This is the beginning of their literacy 
development. 

The Florida Department of Education (FDOE) has designated January 25 – 29, 2021, 
as Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida! It is a time to focus on the importance of 
literacy in a child’s development. As part of the celebration, families and child care 
providers throughout Florida are encouraged to take part in a statewide reading 
activity at 10 a.m. (ET) on January 27. At that time, Ten Tiny Toes by Caroline Jayne 
Church will be read to infants and toddlers (birth to 3-year-olds) and What I Like 
About Me! by Allia Zobel Nolan to preschoolers (3 to 5-year-olds).   

One of the most important roles you have in supporting your child’s literacy 
development is to read to your child as often as possible. When you go to the 
hospital for your child’s birth, take a book with you and read it to your newborn! 
Continue to read a book to your child daily throughout their childhood. Read signs, 
menus, labels and other print in your home to your child and explain what the 
words mean. When riding in a car or bus, point out traffic signs or advertisements. 
Soon, your child will know that s-t-o-p on a sign says stop and b-u-s says bus. 

Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida! is sponsored by the FDOE in partnership with 
other FDOE offices, the Office of Early Learning, school districts, early learning 
coalitions and numerous other state agencies. 
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https://www.readaloud.org/
https://youtu.be/GmfVNtMGkh8
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 
We celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday on the third Monday

 of January to remember his life and the legacy. This day is known as a 
Day of Serv ice and everyone is urged to work in our communities in 
ways that honor Dr. King’s life and teachings. Dr. King said, “Life’s 
most pers istent and urgent question is: ‘What are you doing for 
others? Ev erybody can be great… because anybody can serve.” His 
goal was to serve and help others make their lives better. Teaching 
your child h ow to do things for others in your family and community 
honors Dr . King. Help your child find things they can do to make your 
neighborhood better. Picking up litter in a park, around a church or 
school wo uld be a good project. Help your child make a card for 
someone w ho is elderly or sick. Helping with laundry, setting the table 
or picking up and putting away toys are chores your child can do for 
their family .  

Read your  child a book about Dr. King and talk about ways his life has 
made life b etter for many people in our families, communities and 
country. You can find picture books at your local library to help teach 
about Dr.  King’s life and legacy that your child will enjoy. 

 

My  First Biography: Martin 
Luther King, Jr. by Marion Bauer

A Picture Book of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. by David Adler 

Martins’ Big Words: The Life of Dr. 
Martin Lither King, Jr. by Doreen 

Rappaport and Bryan Collier 

“The f unction of education is to teach one to think intensively 
and to think critically. Intelligence plus character – that is the 

goal of true education.” ~ Dr. MLK Jr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Book Ideas: 

I am Martin Luther King, Jr. 

That is My Dream! 

Happy Birthday Martin Luther 
King 

 To find more Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day book suggestions visit:  

https://bit.ly/MLKDayBooksIdeas

https://bit.ly/MLKDayBooksIdeas
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Literacy Begins at Birth 
 

As a paren t, you are your child’s first and most important teacher.  You will teach your child to talk, walk and 
take care of their essential needs.  All of the skills your child will learn in years to come will be based on the 
important s kills that you teach your child during their first few years of life. All of the words and interactions you 
have with  your newborn sets the stage for them learning to talk and communicate with others. Every word you 
say or book you read to your child forms the foundation for their vocabulary. Research has shown that the more 
words a chi ld sees and hears in their first three years of life, the easier it is for them to learn to speak and, later, 
learn to re ad.  Marilyn Jager Adams says, “Reading aloud with children is known to be the single most important 
activity for building the knowledge and skills they will eventually require for learning to read." Babies and young 
children ne ed to have their parents speak, read and sing to them throughout the day. The number of loving 
words a b aby hears in the first three years of life makes a big difference. 

  

“Readin g aloud with children is known to be the single most important activity for building the 
knowledge and skills they will eventually require for learning to read." ~ Marilyn Jager Adams 

 
  
Consider making reading to your child every day a special time to interact with them. A bedtime story is a great  
way to end the day and help your child relax as they prepare for sleep.  “Children are made readers on the laps of
their pare nts”, says Emilie Buchwald. Talk about the pictures in the books and as they get older point to letters 
and words as you read. Sing a song or talk with your baby as you change their diaper or feed them. Use bath-

 
time to talk about the toys in the tub or what body part you are washing, “Let’s get your toes clean”. When you 
dress your  child talk about the clothes, “Put your arms into the sleeves of your shirt” or “Put your legs into your 
pants”.  When feeding your child, talk about the food, “Applesauce tastes good and is made from apples like the 

 
ones in the fruit bowl.” Play children’s songs and teach your child to sing along with the songs. 

 
 

 
Children are made readers on the laps of their parents. ~ Emilie Buchwald 

 
 

 
Take your toddler to the library and allow them to select books for you to read to them. Start a home library, a 
special pla ce for them to keep their books at home. Ask relatives and friends to give your child books as gifts on 
their birthdays or as holiday gifts. This teaches your child that books help them learn to read and that reading is  
fun. When you read to your child often, they will learn to love books and reading. 

 
 

 
"The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more 

 places you'll go." ~ Dr. Seuss 
  

 

 

 

 

https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/20-babies-toddlers-and-early-reading
https://tmwcenter.uchicago.edu/parents/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/earlylearning/talk-read-sing/stem-toolkit-families.pdf
http://www.talkwithmebaby.org/
http://www.talkwithmebaby.org/
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/213-helping-your-child-become-a-confident-reader-and-writer-starting-from-birth
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 Space Heater Awareness Month 

Learn about CLASS Scores 

If your child is enrolled in a preschool program that is contracted with the local early learning coalition to provide 
 services for children through the School Readiness Program, their child care provider will have a CLASS score. 

CLASS scor es are based on the effectiveness of the teachers’ interactions with children. These positive 
interactions support children’s learning and development. The CLASS scores are based on an assessment tool, the 
Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS®). Click here to find more information about Class scores.  

Celebrating National Soup 
Month and Family Literacy 

with recipes related to 
Children’s Books 

To celebrate both Family 
Literacy and National Soup 
Month, take a family trip 

to your local public library 
and read Stone Soup 

together as a family. Stone 
Soup is a children’s book 

that teaches young 
children the importance of 
sharing. After your family 
reads the story, take a trip 
to a local grocery store to 

pick up a few items to 
make your very own Stone 
Soup as a family, using this 

recipe.  If your family 
enjoys reading and 

cooking together, you can 
find more recipes related 
to children’s books here. 

https://publiclibraries.com/state/florida/#:%7E:text=Florida%20Public%20Libraries%20%20%20%20City%20,%20%28850%29%20762-3992%20%2024%20more%20rows%20
https://www.food.com/recipe/ol-fashioned-stone-soup-213767
https://www.food.com/ideas/childrens-book-recipes-6304#c-19649
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/Content/Uploads/floridaearlylearning.com/files/Program%20Assessment%20Summary_ADA.pdf
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/Content/Uploads/floridaearlylearning.com/files/CLASS%20FAQ_ADA.pdf
https://teachstone.com/class/#QRIS
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/Content/Uploads/floridaearlylearning.com/images/CLASS%20one-pager%20-parents%20FINAL_ADA_BS.pdf
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National Braille Literacy Month 
History of Braille Code for the Visually Impaired and Blind 

 
January is designated as Braille Literacy Month, celebrating Louis Braille, the creator of the Braille Code. This 

 month recognizes the importance of Braille to the blind and visually impaired community. The Braille Code made 
it possible  for the blind and visually impaired to read and write. In 1824, Braille was created by using different 
orders of raised dots in two columns. Braille is not a language, but a code used for many languages. Believe it or 

 not, 34% of the more than 59,000 legally blind American children are considered non-readers.  
 

 

 

 

 
   

Help! I think my child is visually impaired what do I do? 
 

As a parent or caregiver, you may have wondered: “What if my child cannot see the toy in front of them or me 
 across the room?”, “How do I get services for my child?” or “How will visual impairment impact my child and my 

family?”. I f you are raising a child with visual impairments or blindness, you are not alone. Family Connect 
provides an online community for those who have visually impaired children and need local resources. It is a 

 place for families to share stories and find support and answers to their questions. You may need information on 
what toys  are helpful, how a toddler transitions to preschool or planning for the future needs of your child. You 
can also learn how to adapt your home for a child who is visually impaired or blind. Family Connect provides a 

 space for parents and caregivers to blog and use message boards to connect, as well as reach out and speak 
directly w ith each other. 
 

 
Helpful tips for parents and caregivers of children who are visually impaired. 

 
Paths to Literacy offers helpful tips that can be used when teaching Braille to a young child.  

 
1. Make It Fun: parents and teachers can share that Braille is enjoyable to learn and can be taught through play. 
2. Ma ke It Meaningful: help children experience the entire process by giving them books written in Braille or a 

Braillewriter. Allow the child to use these and learn to put them away without assistance.  
 3. Make It Developmental: allow the child to make their own choices of what to read and write. Provide the child with 

mo tivation to help with any attention span difficulties. When teaching a child Braille, introduce the Braille 
characters in the correct sequence.  

 
You can find additional resources on the Paths to Literacy website. These resources include how to introduce 
Braille lite racy, create an experience when reading or writing and how to add tactile features to books. You can 
find free Braille books on their website.   
You can expand your awareness through collaborating with the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB). Visit  
our Facebook and Instagram pages during Braille Literacy Month to share your experiences teaching your child to 
read Braille. Use the hashtag #NationalBrailleLiteracyMonth or #BrailleLiteracy.  

 

 

 

https://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-braille-literacy-month-january/
https://familyconnect.org/after-the-diagnosis/working-with-medical-professionals/what-can-your-child-see/
https://familyconnect.org/education/your-childs-iep-or-ifsp/individualized-family-service-plan-ifsp/
https://familyconnect.org/browse-by-age/infants-and-toddlers/parenting-and-family-life-iandt/
https://familyconnect.org/browse-by-age/infants-and-toddlers/parenting-and-family-life-iandt/
https://familyconnect.org/
https://familyconnect.org/after-the-diagnosis/helpful-products/
https://familyconnect.org/browse-by-age/infants-and-toddlers/transition-to-independence-iandt/laying-the-best-foundation/
https://www.pathstoliteracy.org/
https://www.pathstoliteracy.org/teaching-braille-young-children
https://www.pathstoliteracy.org/blog/tactile-books-very-young-children
https://www.pathstoliteracy.org/resources/sources-free-braille-books
https://www.afb.org/
https://www.facebook.com/floridaearlylearning
https://www.instagram.com/flearlylearning/
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Family Literacy 

The Global Family Research Project offers you seven research-based ways to 
promote early literacy in your home. A Spanish version is available also. 

1. Have ongoing and engaging conversations with your child. Talk to your newborn 
and respond to their sounds, cries and coos by talking or singing to them. Keep 
conversations going throughout your child’s early years and continue as they go 
through school. 

2. Create literacy- friendly environments. Collect books, magazines and other reading 
materials for your home that are appropriate for the age of your child.  

3. Make reading enjoyable. Read with your child in a comfortable place. Make 
reading to your child a part of their daily routine. If you must travel for work, video 
chat with your child and read them a book. 

4. Hold high expectations for your child’s learning. Learn the appropriate 
expectations for each developmentally appropriate literacy skill your child needs to 
master for each age level. Show patience and give encouragement as your child 
practices skills they need to learn. Check the Families page on the Florida Early 
Learning and Developmental Standards on the Office of Early Learning’s website to 
find the appropriate literacy skills for each age and activities for these skills. 

5. Communicate with your child’s teacher. If your child is in child care, preschool or 
kindergarten, ask your child’s teacher for activities you can do to support your 
child’s literacy development at home. Ask the teacher about any concerns you may 
have about your child’s literacy development. 

6. Use your home language with your child. If your family’s first language is not 
English, read books to your child in your home language. You can find books online 
and at your local library in many languages. 

7. Visit the library. The local library offers many resources for families with young 
children. The librarians will help you find age appropriate books, videos and games 
for your child. Check out materials you can use at home. When your child is old 
enough, let them select books and other resources they would like to take home. 
Make a special place in your home to keep the materials. As your child gets older, 
make it their responsibility to take care of the materials from the library and have 
them remind you of the due date for returning the materials. 

January 25 - 30, 2021 is Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida! Use this week as a 
reminder to make your home a literacy-friendly environment. Make available your 
child’s favorite books and read to or with them daily. As your child gets older, 
encourage them to draw or write something every day. Talk and sing with your 
child as often as possible. Most of all, have fun sharing reading and writing with 
your child! Raising a reader is a wonderful experience for both parent and child.  

Many parents think that their child learns to read and write when they are taught reading and writing skills at 
 

school. Research shows that learning to read and write happens much earlier. The essential language skills 
needed ar e developed from the time a child is born and continue to develop as they become readers and writers. 
There are many things to do with your child, at home, to support their development as readers and writers. 

 
 

https://globalfrp.org/Articles/Seven-Research-Based-Ways-Families-Promote-Early-Literacy
https://youtu.be/J0zFbcsd4Vg
https://youtu.be/kCVN1pLAQoY
http://flbt5.floridaearlylearning.com/families.html
http://flbt5.floridaearlylearning.com/families.html
https://globalfrp.org/content/download/88/593/file/Early+Literacy+Brief_Final.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/pdfs/10%20Things%20to%20Raise%20a%20Reader.pdf
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New Year’s Resolutions for Parents 
INSPI 

 RE CURIOSITY 
Read together daily 

TEACH 
YOUR CHILD 

GRATITUDE 

Help  your child find joy daily

Rem
 

 ember, you are their first teacher!

SPECIAL DATES 

January 1st is New Year’s Day 

January 4th is Natio nal Spaghetti Day 

January 18th is Winni e the Pooh Day 
 

January 24th is International Day of Education 

Richa rd Corcoran 
ommissioner of Education 

Shan Goff 
Executive Director 

250 Marriott Drive 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Toll-Free 866-357-3239 
www.FloridaEarlyLearning.com 




